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THE BUZZ ABOUT HONEYBEES to all readers of this book, leading one 

•
 
(Biology of a superorganism) 

Author Jiirqet: Tautz 

I recent ly received this book, with a 
request to review for the magazine . 

There are many bee books covering a 
wid e range of related subjects, produced 
over many years. Sometimes it is difficult 
for a reader with an interest in bees to 
know where to start. 

Just as a meeting with somebody new 
can create an impression within seconds 
of that meeting; my first handl ing of 
th is book was just such an experience . 
A heavy well bound book with an 
intere st ing pictu re on the cove r. The feel 
of the book is good, the paper quality is 
good. On opening my firs t impressions 
are confirmed, stunning pictures taken by 
Helga R. Heilmann , just draw the reader 
into the book, leaving you wanting to take 
them all in as quic kly as possible. 

Resisting the temptatio n to just droo l 
over the pictures, I start at the beg inning. 

Professor Tautz, is a professor at the 
University of wurzburp, where he and his 
team study the biology of honeybees and 
are co mmitte d to the communication of 
that knowledge to a broad audience. 

This bo ok has recent ly bee n translated 
into English, by David C. Sandeman, afte r 
already being translated into ten other 
languages. 

There is a Scotti sh connection as 
David obtained his doctorate from St 
Andrews University, where he also 
lectured in Zoo logy. 

The proposition in the pro logue is that 
the bee co lony is really a Mammal in many 
bod ies. 

What follows is a very interesting 
des crip tion of the co lony strategy, aims, 
and meth ods of survival in a random 
environm ent. 

"Man's Sma llest Dome st ic Animal-a 
Picture Guid e": 

The picture guide willi am sure appeal 

from beautiful co lour picture to picture, 
using no mor e words than necessary to 
describe the purpose and orga nisat ion of 
a bee colony. 

The book progresses through the 
development of the colony, what bees 
know about flowers, bee sex and virgin 
brides. Each topic is looked at with the 
latest knowledge and discoveries being 
described , and there is plenty to surprise 
the old hands who have maybe read and 
studied their favourite topic for many years. 

I fo r one was thoroughly absorbed 
in the cha pter descr ibing the use of the 
co mb for communication, the idea that 
the structure could become some sort 
of "c omb-w ide-web", that not only the 
well describ ed "waggle dance" , is part 
of communication, but there may be 
some sort of telephone type netw ork, is 
fascin ating. 

Another area that drew my atte ntion 
was the way that various holes in the 
comb, not occup ied by sealed grubs, are 
used in raising the comb temp erature . 
Previous suggestions about these holes in 
the comb were that they were where grubs 
had been removed because of possib le 
inbreeding. Anoth er theory when bees are 
seen resting in the holes is that bees were 
sleep ing in them. In this study they are seen 
using bod y temp erature to warm adjoining 
cells Superb pictu res again illustrate what 
is act ually happening in the hive. This is 
shown through thermal images. 

An interesting idea and one that we 
no doubt will see mor e of in future , is the 
construction of a website to go along with 
the book .This will co ntain information and 
background material for each chapter, and 
will be updated at intervals to maintain 
"St ate of the art", for thi s book. 

I wouldn 't hesitate to recommend 
this book for beekeepers and interested 
readers alike. This may be just what the 
beekeeper in your life may like unde r the 
Xmas tree! 
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